
 

 
 
ETHER WITH BOMPAS & PARR 
To those who about to drink we salute you! 
 
Sam Bompas of Bompas & Parr will give a practical talk and tasting of ether, once the most widely 
used general anesthetics known to mankind.  
 
The short lecture will outline the history, rituals and uses of ether, a powerful relative to alcohol, 
whilst offering attendees tastes of chemical itself and countless practical demonstrations.   
 
The audience will learn about the discovery of the drug, its migration from mystic cure-all to 
mainstream anesthetic while taking in its historical recreational use. The spirit, familiar today from 
Fear & Loathing in Las Vegas, was once the preferred intoxicant of 19th Century Irish crofters and 
employed by Aleister Crowley the occultist, mystic and mountaineer, as a cocktail ingredient. 
 
The informative tasting will last half an hour and is limited to 40 people.  
 
ABOUT BOMPAS & PARR 
Bompas & Parr designs spectacular experiences often working on an architectural scale with cutting 
edge technology. Their work focuses on the interrelationship between synesthesia, performance 
and setting. 
 
From just Sam Bompas and Harry Parr in 2007, when Bompas & Parr was founded, the studio has 
slowly grown to its current structure in response to the possibility of generating a wide range of 
projects. The studio now consists of a team of about 10 people, from cooks and specialised 
technicians, to architects, graphic designers, and administrators. They work with Sam and Harry to 
experiment, develop, produce, and install projects, artworks, jellies and exhibitions, as well as 
archiving, communicating, and contextualising the work. Additional to the projects realised in-house, 
Bompas & Parr contract structural engineers and other specialists, and collaborate with curators, 
cultural practitioners, and scientists. 
 
Bompas & Parr has exhibited at Barbican Art Gallery, Garage Center for Contemporary Culture, 
Salon del Mobile, San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, Serpentine Gallery, Victoria & Albert 
Museum and the Wellcome Collection and collaborated with such firms as Selfridges, Disney, 
Diageo, Louis Vuitton, Unilever, Kraft Foods and Mercedes. 
 
Find out more on their website www.jellymongers.co.uk  
Follow them on twitter @BompasandParr 
	  


